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GENES. 2.32. 
eAnd he brought her to the man ; then the man ſaid, this 
wow, is bone of my bones, and fleſh of my fleſh. 


=XI==\OR the better opening and vaderfian.. 
AG” So \& UF ding of this Scriptuce, you may ob- 
; OED ſerue: firſt, who brought her; God, 
55) F |= | Which 2 little before, had made her 
(EATS ZINN Ai qur.of the rid of eAdam. Secondly, 

3 DEV, / | whom he brought; Exehe firſt of wo 
— XS] men.Thirdly, ro whom God broughr 


her b to Adamthe fictt of men, the (father of vs all.Fonrthly, 


> 


why hee brought her; ro bee eAdams wife,for God did not Geneſz.18. 


thinks it mecte that Adam ſnould be alene,therefore he made 
Exe, and gaue her to Adam to bee an helper meete for hin, 
Fifthly, Adams acceptiuvg and taking her to be his wife ths 
mow is bone of my bones,and fleſh of my fleſh. In which words, 
Adam doth not only ſhew,that God made her of a fleſhie 
rib,that was taken from him : butalſo that now they two, 
were become one fleſh,bcing ioyned together in holy ma- 
riage by God and their muruall conſents. Thus in.theſc, 
though briefely, yet you may plainely ſee, the meaning of 
this Scripture; eAnd he brought her tothe man,&c. 


Whereas it hath bin anauncient and laudable cuftome, Zarch.lib.4, 
cap.2. de Mga- 


4 trimohi.2. 
wine, at the mariage of Canaan, to grace the married cou-,,, conſe dt wy 


235 Zanchug obſcrueth, out of Chrifts turning water into 


ple with divers preſents: Lin ſteade of better things, haue aupe. 
brought ynto the Bridgrome and his mate, & to this moſt; 
Chrittian afſemblie, a, few countrie flowers; O letthem 
find grace in your eyes, they are gathered our of the _ 
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den of Eden, out of the garden of the Lord. Of which, the 
firſt is the Prime. roſecake you al of this;God gares Exe ware 
Adam, ler all your mariages begin in the Lord: -The ſecond 
is rhe Mardens-blaſh,a flower for you may dens; Eme comes 
nor, and giues her {clfe, this did nor Rand with her may- 
dens moceltie : bur God brimgs Ler,and gincs hey to eAdans. 
So ſhould you attend you 4r parents plc Alure, till he bring 
and giuc you vnro man. The third is the ſreete, coolrng,cor- 
dial, yy 'aw growing Violet: for you the Bride, and tor all 
you women, winch cither are, or would bec loyncd 
2 marjage with man, When GOD {1iv that it was not 
mecte for man to liuc alone, he mage Ez, and be gaus ber, 
to be an helper meete {zr 7274n.Rememberdo y c daughters of 
Ene,that you were 1116 !c for man,that you were given to 
man,notio be hurters, but eo be kelpers meere tor them, 
Shen by you: obedience, that you are low prowrg. Vioe 
lets; by your lovely carriage, th Xt .yo '! arc {weere : ; by your 
milde pattence, that yon are cooling; by vour loyailtarhe 
fulnes,that you arc cori:a ; by your gratis het; ». that * 
you melike this {eete cooling .cordialand foi growing 
Violet, the flower that God heere COnmmends vuto you. 
The lai} is the Ro/emary, the Rower of men ; for you the 
Bri!egrome, and forall you maricd men, that are toyned 
in holy wedlocke with your wes: 2lthough the Rotema- 
ry ouertops a!l the Roacrs in the carden, and theteby 
boaſts his rute; yer rem rs thac Rolſema ary is good for 
the head, rule with wit:doire ; e ; helpfullrothehearr, rule 
wk lour 2 that ic is alay greene, be alwares fonely and 
loya!}iro your wives, When God had omen Exe to Adam, 
Adam wakes her, and of ker he faith. ber7 ts bone of my bones, 
and fiſh of my fleſh, there is his love : he cleaves to his wife, 
and they two become one fleſh, there is his loyalie : this 
God in ſpiredin him, thereis i wiledoins; Smell ſweer & 
ye ſlowers,in your native {xeetnes;be nor adulterated with 
the water ofthis world : 6 ſhew your felues in your proper 
beauties, and be nor gilded with che idle arce of man. 

The fult of theſc flowers, is the Prime-roſe,of this ler vs 
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firſt ſpeake,and as inthe ficliof the yeere, the Prime-roſe 
1s defizoully gathered of all, fo letchis with thefirit be ac- 
cepted of you all. God gaue Eweco Adam,lctall your wa- 
riages begin in the Lord, Lee God give the woman tothe 
man, and ioyne man ynto the woman : for ifhe ioyne nor, 
how can the maried couplelook for a bleſſing of the Lord? 
I: ſhould not be with you,o ye yorg men and maydens,as 
it is with the bealts, that euety one ſhould rake his mare, 
and af.cran vaſcemely manner come together: bur God 
mult give Exe co Adamzot you it ſhould be ſaid, that God 
hath ioyned you together, For whar is the cauſe thatthe 
bed of many m11cd couples is defiled, rhar many huſe 
bands and wives, jarre, as in{iruments that are outaf rune, 
anJ want the ſweere content of that blefled eſtate ? God 
gaue not Exeto eAdam, they were maried, but yet nor in 
the Lord. Waereforc Ictthis Prime-roſe, bein the prime 
of thy defices, ſceke for a wife at the hands of the Higheſt, pjoy,19.14. * 
ſecke to be maried inthe Lord. For ſurely as wiſe Salomon 
ſpeaketh, houſes andriches are the mheritance af the fat bers; . 
but un vnderiter ding wife commeth from the Lord.Thiis made Geneſat4.9. 
aged Abr:h4am to charge his ſeruant,and that by, oath, to 
. feckea wite far his fonoe /faak, not among the daughters 
of Canaa?, but among the pcopie where he was borne«y..c _ 
Tais ma.'!e his charged feruanr, to pray to the God of his 
maifter A120, tor tuccelle ; and God heard his-prayer, Ver. 58. 
and io mnned the heart cf Rebeceato give conſent;that hex ye 70. 
b-othcrLaban, and father Bethuel, were enforced tocon- | 
| felleyi har it yas proceeded of the Lord. ln fuch manner ofter 
vp your prayctsio the Higheft, © yethar defire ro be-ma- 
ried; thathe would blefle you1n this your weightie bult= 
nes,f{2 ſhall you to your comfort. find, that your lot is fal- 
len on a good ground, that it is proceeded of the Lord.Re- 
member how Sara, the ilaughter of Raguel,was maried to 
ſeuc,& how euery of them,that nighc chey.came into her, 
that night they diced. What was the reaſon ? God gauenotToby 83. , 
Sara in mariagetothem. After yong. Toby maricth,.com- | 
meitrinto her,and liveth ;marke the reafons noted in the 
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Teby8.4. Mtory,he camenotin to her for fornication, but vprightly : 
he prayed ro the God of his fathers, God gaue Sara a wife 
to him, they were mariedin the Lord. Wherefore accept 
| of rhis ſweete Prime-role, you rhar are inthe prime and 
\'\ ſpring of your liues, ſreke by prayer and all good meanes, 
that God maygiue Exe to Adam, a wifero you, that you 
The Mayd*ſ-may be maried in the Lord. | | 
bluſh for may- The ſecond flower is the Maydens- bluſh, a flower for 
dens. you maydens; Ene comes not of herſelfe, nor gives her 
 ſelfeto eAdar, this doth not ftand with her maydens mo- 
'{: 6 deſtie: bur God brings Exe, and God giues her to Adam: 
| even fo ſhould you attend your fathers -pleaſure, till he 
| brings and giues yon vnto man, For you ſweere maydens 
beare your tathers name, he gaue you life, and from him 
' you have whatloeuer you ſeeme for toenioy:will you then 
rob your father of his child, and vnkindly deſpiſe the av- 
thor of your life ? ſhall the flicrering ſpecches,and baynſull 
bates of one, bur a few daics knowne, more preuaile with 
you, than parents words,than all tharchey haue done,and 
Numbiyzo5. arc likely to doe for you hereafter? Ifchouhadeſt made a 
yowtoGod,yet vnleſſethy father approved it,thou ſhoul- 
deſtnor performe ir.ro the Higheſt : ſhall God go from his 
right,to maintainethy fathers power; and wilt thou,tothe 
wrovpg of thy father,hurt of thy ſelfe,keepe touch with thy 
£x64.22,16, ſuppoſedlouer,that keepeth no rouch and faith with God? 
In the old Law ir was ſaid, if a man hadentiſed a mayden, 
which was notpromiſed,and had [zyne with her : If the fa- 
ther would not giur ber to him, the of ender was to gine a dowry 
to ber, (whom he had humbled) and be might wot take her 
vntewife, Heare o ye maydens, your parents conſent is not 
only required,as Peter Lombardſpeaketh, ad boneftate, ſed 
ad neteſſitatem, not only to grace and honeſt your matia- 
oes, butto make them lawfull and good. Therefore in the 
Councell of Latetan, thoſe prinre mariages Which are made, 
: Without the parents conſ*nt, ave pronounced 45s unlawful, as 
they that are made within the prohibit: d degrees of conſangut- 
 whtie, & affunitie\Wherfote oye maydens rake at my hatids 
| this 


Concil.Lateran 
:Can.51. 
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this ſweet Fower of the Maydenſ-bluſh, itwill grace your: 
mayden- heads, pleaſe your parencs,and make you be be-* 
loved both of man and God. And when in your eſpouſals, 
itſhall beasked,Who giues this mayden voto wife; cauſe 
not thy aged fatherto withhold his hand, bur cauſe him 
rather ro-(teppe forth with 10y, and before God and his 
Church, to performe for thee that bleſſed worke. > 
Now as tothe parent, God hath giuen powerto beſtow 
hjs daughrer ; ſo alſo that ne doit well and wifely,God re= Deut.7.3, 
quires at his hand. God faith, Thos ſhalt not gine thy daugh- 
ter to a Cananue, There he giues thee power to beſtow th 
daughter in mariage, but yet no-power to beſtow her on a 1:C0r.7.37; 
Cananitc.He that grueth his daughter in mariage, doth well > 
the parent hath power to giue his daughter in mariage, Verſ. 39. 
ſaith the Apolile; but yer he muſtdoeic well, he muſt do it #9725 
inthe Lord, He that hath maried bis daughter, (faith Teſus 
the ſonne of Syrach ) barb performed 4 good works, Thou haſt 
power to matic thy daughter, bur withall performe a good 
 worke, give her 10 4 man of vnderitandirg,as in thatplaceir 
followeth.Martie not thy daughter ro wealth and worſhip, 
bur marry her vnto a man: for aman may get wealth and 
worſhip, but wealth and worſhip neuer gers a man.Foron 
thee,thy madett daughters eyes are faſftned, thou art vato 
her that piller of light, when.thoumoueſi, ſhe moueth, 
whenthou ({iandeRR lil], ſhee Aanderh; wellperſwaded of * 
thy fathcrly louc,and prouident wiſedome, ſhee refigneth 
oucr her will co thine,and yeeldeth herſelferto be difpoſed 31/67, in 8: 
by thee. Secke therefore for a man ſor thy dawg bier (as Chry- ili. a: Coloſſ, 
ſoiftom (peaketh) which in lone ſhall cheriſh her, im wiſedome Homil 12, 
Hhall rule ber : now than art to religne thy power of ber, Which 
ance reſigned,thou canit not reclaime:noWv thou art on her rene OR 25.26 / 
der (elfe to ſet an head Wherefore donot as Yrban Biſhop © IQ Be. 
of Rome, wrote ro Sanfoa King of Arragen in Spaine, ci- * ** 
ther by thy farherly authoritie oner awe lier; or by the d; cei- 
wing reaſons of wealth and worſhip, ſeeks ro perſmade hey,to [rhe Patt h.1 9.6. 
a nay hs fhecane lave.Foralthough thou waſt the father. - 
of her body,yer Geditwasthar gaue her her ſoule, __ 
enly 
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only itis,in atrue liking loueto ioyae mi & wife together. 
Do notthertore wrong God in his right, in ſecking to ijoyne 
thoſe rogerher, whom the Lor( neither yet hath nor would 
hauc ioyacd:tor ifthou doelt,& thy davghter loath ro. give - 


any farther nay,yeeldeth with her woe, tothy defire; thou' 


haſt not.performed a good worke, thou haft not done wel, 


thou ha{t not maried herin the Lord, thou muſt beare the 
blame of their afecr-varyings, and whatſucuer orher their 
foulcr faults. Heare 0 ye maydens, how {weete this flower 
is, of the Maydenſ-bluſh, how in ioyning youin bleſſed 
mariag?,it requirech Gods,tathers,and allo your conſents. 
Wherctore if your parents,or they that ate jn place of pa- 
rents, will not call you as Bethael 61d Rebecca, and acke of 


you your free conſents ; yet mayelt thou in thy maydens mo<- 


deitie, wichout offence given vnto thy father, deny to like 
where thou can(i notloue,or to giuethy hand, where thou 
canſt not giue thy heart. And with this muRt all parents reſt 
contented; {or to ioyne the hearts of man and wife toge. 
ther,is norche work? of man, bur of God Otherwiſe,ifcon- 
trarie rothy liking, thou lwttereſt thy ſclte ro be icyned to 
another z it may bee, © ouer modctt mayden, thou wile 
{taine this Maydenſ- bluſh with thy wivith ceares,thou wile 
beche cauſe oft hine owne furure troubles, which now may 
be fianed, but then cannot be remedied : thou muſt cate 
the bread of diſcontent, and he in the bed where thou 
wouldcli not be ; your aftcr-varyings, if ir proceed notto 
worſe, will be a troubleto your tciends, andgriefe vato 
your ſclſe. Wherefore with you, 0 maydens, ler me leaue 
this lower, it is the Maydenſ-bluith.As he father is co giue 
Emue to Adam, io mult he doitinthe Lord, and wich Execs 
free conſent. TE 

The next flower that commethto my hand,is the ſweer, 
cooling,cordial,and low growirg Viole;. This commends 
it ſelfe vnto the Bride, ard ro eucry of you that either are, 
or would be matied wiucs. Ic 15 the ſweereit flowerin the 
garden of Eden, and me thiokes it bett beſcemerth you, 
When God ſaw, that ic was not weete for man r0 line «lone, 
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he made Eve, and be gane ber to Adam, to be anhelper meets 
for bim Forget not © ye wiucs why Ewe was made, why ſhe 
was brought and maried to x Adam: ſure not tobe an hur- 
ter, but co be an helper meet for man. Ot all the flowers in 
the garden, none is lo helpfull as is the Vzoler x of a!] the 
creatures, none ſuch helpers meece for man, as is the wo. 
man.If man ſwell with pride,and hft vp his note a1 nong his 
neighbours; ſhe with her lowly and humbie Cati22C, IC- 
members him, thac he is no becter than his fore-fathers, 
which are returned to the earth from whence they came. If 
man burnes in the flames of his leſhlie lutt; the is the coo- 
ter of thoſe flames ,to amoyd fornication,let enery man haue his 1.Cor. 1. 
wrfe: * ut is better to marrie than toburne.lf man ſparkle with » Verſ. 9 
anger,inthar vnſ-emely heate; the with her ſoft and: wel- = 
pleafing ſpeech, foone.abateth that heate,and makech him 
co fee, that the wrath of man nener fwlfilleth the righteouſnes James 1.10. 
of God. If man be heauiec, and vaquicred within, either for 
wronges impoſed,or fuftained loffe ; ſhe as a cordiall com- 
fort caſeth choſe his ſorrowes, and fatisfieth his ſoule with 
{ſweere content. What man getteth abroad, ſhee ſaucth at 
home, and vnder him, with his gaine and credir, gouernech 
his familic and home-affaires, being as Angnitine ſpeaketh, 
infirmitatis remedium, humanitatts ſolatium ; a medicine of #217. adu. 
mans maladies, ſweete procurer of his beit content. So hel p- Pollent.lib.z. 
full vnto man is this ſweer,cooling,cordial,and low grow- PENS." 1 
ing Violet. Wherefore © ye maricd wiues, remember thae 
man was not made for the woman,but the woman for the man, 1.corin.11.g. 
as the Apoftle ſpeaketh. Remember you were made robe 
belpers meete for man, do not degenerate from the cauſe of 
your creation. O, how ynworthy is it your ſweet ſelues, 
that as «Adam complained of Ewe, the woman that thou ga- G eneſ 3.12. 
weft mee, ſhee gane mee of the fruit teeate: fo thy husband 
ſhould complaine of rhee, the woman thatthou gaueſt 
me,ſhe hath hurt me,fhe hath emtiſed mers fin/Although, 
this wil not ſeruethy husband for excuſe,yet this wil ſhew, 
that chou deſpiſclt the end for which thou waſt created, 

B and 
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and with fine negleReft thy impoſed duty, to be an helper 
mecte {or man. | 


Now afterthe heipe the Violet affords, in the ſecond 
place I pray you confider how it groweth by the ground, 
it groweti low :cucn fo mult all you maried wines, grow 
low,you mult be ſubieR to your hus bands, This is the ſen- 
rence of God giuen on Exe, and on all Exes daughters, 
which may not be reuoked, rhat vet only in ſorrow you ſhould 
bring forth your chilaren(which you all do to this day feele) 
but that your deſires muFt be ſubiett to your buſuands,and they 
m1#7 rule ouer you. In vaine thou pleadeft for thy ſelfe 6 wo- 
man, that thou art onefleſh with him.For although thac be 
true Y which thou vrgett, yet as Ambroſe obſeructh,for two 
cauſes God commandeth thee to be ſubic@ to thy huſ- 
band.Firſt,becaule rhou waſt made of man ; but eſpecially, 
becauſe by thee finne entered into the world, man was en- 
tiſed forto finne. So Chryſoitom bringeth in God in this 
ſort, ſpeaking to the woman : / made thee equall, and gaxe 
thee Princedome with thy huſband, but becanſe thow haft aba- 
fed wnto thy huſbands kurt > from hence-forth I make thee 


| ſubieft, be (hall rule oer thee. Henceitis, that the mayden, 


Namb.z0.9. 
Aug epiſt199 
Annet. in Ter- 
tull.de wveland. 
Virgh 


Hefl. 1.20. 


Ye, 23. 


when ſhe is matied, leaueth to be called after her fathers 
name,and from thence forth is called after her husbands. 
So Exeot va was called rws. Hence it is that the womans 
contracts and bargaines are of no force,cither by the lawes 
of God or of man, except the husband do approue the 
ſame. Nay hence it is thatthe maried wife, may not per- 
forme the vowes ſhee hath made to G OD, except the 
husband giueth way to her defires, Hence it is, that to this 
day,the Perf1an Ladies, vpon the top of their coronets,haue 
the hgne of the foor ; in token that the top of theit glorie 
muſt toope, cuen to their husbands feer. They fill remem- 
ber the auncient decree of eAbaſhwereſh and his Princes, 
that all \vomes great and ſmall, muit gine honor to their buſ- 
bers; and that crery man mnt beare rule in ki 03ne houſe. 


They acknowledge that Queeue Yaſbry, for retuiing io 


come, 
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come, when the King her husband ſent for her ; was wor- 
thily by the ſentence of the King and all his nobles, pur | 
from her royall ſeate : mrhat ſhee bad done enill againiF the Verl.t6, 
King ,and againit all the Princes,and all ihe people : m leaning | 
ber ſelfe an il example, to all other women to desþiſe their baſ- 
bands. Thus by the firſt Law of God,nature,and of nations, 
this is impoſed vpon women, that they be ſubiect co their 
husbands; the ſame isrequired inthe Goſpell. Therefore 
Paul, Wines be ſubie(t to your bnſbands as tothe Lord, for the Epheſ.5.21. 
buſvand @ the. bead of the wife, as Chriit « the headof the 
Church. eAs the Charch to Chrii?, ſo let the wife be ſubtett to 
be? buſvand, in all things. Where marke, wiues be ſubiet to 
your husbands, there 1s the precept; he is your head, there 
is the reaſon:as to the Lord as the Church is to Chriſt, there 
is the manner..In what ſhould chey be ſubieR? in the end ie 
is ſaid,in all chings. It is not enough for you to be good to 
=_ husbands, bur you muſt bee ſubieCttoo ; as S*. Paul — 
peaketh, Tow muit be good,and ſubielt to your buſpands. A. 71% %.y. 
mongſt many other reaſons alledged forthis required ſub. | 
ieCtion ; S. Paw! ſaith to the Coloflians, lr i meerte. Indeed yy: 2.18, 
meet,thatthe Moone thould giue gloty tothe Sunne,from 
whom ſhe receiueth all her light: the woman ſubicRion 
to her husband,from whom ſhe deriveth all her worſhip. 
S. Peter, that by their ſubmiſſe & renerend cariage,they michs 
winne their huſbands to the faith. Nothing more preuailes 
with man, then the ſubmiſſe cariage ofhis wife. $*, Paul Titus 2.5. 
addeth a third reaſon,lest the Word of God be emil ſpoken of for 
your ſakes. For when women make ſhew ofrel:gion,and yet 
will not be ſubieR and obedient to their husbands, their 
faults in this are aſcribed to the blamcleſſe Goſpell of our 
Chriſt. Wherefore hearc oye maried wives, what S. Hierom 
ſpeaketh vpon this place: Since the huſband s the head of the 
Woman, as Chriit is the head of man ; what wife ſoeuer ts not 
ſubielt to her huſband, ts as much in fault, as man i, when he 
i not ſubiect vwts Chrift. (marke his reaſons) For the firft 
ſentence that God gane{wherin ſhe is charged ro be ſubieR) 
is deffiſed, ard Chrifts Goiþeil infemed, when a Chriftian wo- 
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Verl. 17, 


1.Pet.3.1. 


Hieron.com- 
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man ii not do that toher buſband, Which the Heathen \vomen 
W:lizg!y perſorme. Wheretore-growlow, 0 ye helptull Vio- 
lets, b cenotonly good, but be good and l[ubiect ro your 


Hierom Epi, husbands. Andas Hierow writ to Celantia, fo Itn you; 


14:cap.6, 


Third!y th C 


Let the authority of thy buſband be vpholden by thee and let alt 
the houſe learne of thee to honor him : do than ſhew b19s to be a 
mater by thy obſequiouſaes, to be great by thy bamblenss ; for 
tnithi: thau ſhalt be the more remerenced, by how much the more 
thou docit renerence him. 

Let notrhis moue your parience,o ye maried wines, that 


Viotetis lect T prefent ynto you, this low growing Violer; akhoughir 


C2111 4.10, 


Fowthly rhe 


grow low,yert,whichin the thi place I obterue, the Vio- 

tee is ſxcere. For ſuch are ye women, full of ſweernes, full 
of love. That vwvitichis ſpoken of Chrid 's SHouſe in the Cane 
ticles,hath place in you: Farre us thy lone, better then wine, 
ſweeter then the ſanor of allſþices, thy lips drop as hony-combes 
(fo ſweete are her words) thy plants are as an Orchard of 
Pomegranats; ſo\fweet are her deeds. Although God made 
Exe lubieR ,yer God alſo made her ſweet. Sweetin her ta- 
uour, {iveete in her cariage; by which ſhee maſereth the 
heart of man,and draweth himin loue,vnto her liking. Al 
though man be hard and heauie as theiron, that will nor 
bow, or hardly moue; vert her ſweerloue ſhall be 25 the A- 
damant.that ſhal draw him to her,and cauſe himto forſake 
facher and morher, thethings of high price, and to cleave 
to her. Wherefore, forget not your painre,, oye fſiweer Vio- 
lers:the Violet alvay ſinellerh {yeer, Toke view I pray you, 
of your dainty felurs, how with twee: odors you are de- 
li-hred,and with ill ſauors, you areyorning pleaſed : and 
by yourſelues meaſure your husbands ; it 15 the'ſweete and 
not the [o:vre, that is gratefullro them.l pray you confider, 
that alt though the ſweeteRoſe hah prickles, yet the Violet 
hath none; that it is the ſweernes,and not the prickles,thar 
pleaſerh man. 

Asthe Violet is ſweete, ſois it alſo cooling ; and ſuch 


Violer is coo- ſhould you wiues be ynto your husbands, for ſince there 


ling. 


are often two vnſecmely hears 1 in man, the oneof luſt, che 
other 


yy "y 


other of anger: the woman as a {weer cooling Violet, is to 
aflwage them both, For to ſpeake,firſt of the tire of his luſt, 
how it may be quenched, the Apolile ſheweth, to auoyd 
fornication,let enery man haue bu \vife.It is the wite, and not 
the harior, chat ſhould quench thole hi{tfull Aames, /r rs 
better to marry,than to burne. For to man, the wife is given a 
remedie of his lult,a meanes for him to auoid fornication a 


1,C0r,7 12. 


1.C07.7.9, 


\ ſweet cooler to abate this heate. Withdraw not therefore 


this your helpeſfgom your husbands, but give vnco them (25 
the Apoſile ſpeaketh ) d«- benewolence ; for the woman hath y.., 4 Tm 
wot powey ouer hey owne body, bat the man. The which cooling 
hclp if ſhe ſhal deny, when he lawfully requireth it; by char 
ſhe may bee in part a caule, that Satantempr her husband Verl. 5. 
vnto vacieanneſie; and for that, make him to blame her as 
ſome cauſe of his folly. It may be a faultin him, .at ſome- 
time to requireirz yetistheEthy yeelding no faule in thee,if 
otherwiſe he will not be ſatisfied;this is as Anuguit ine ſpea- AnguFt, contr. 
keth, venralss in vxore, in meretrice danmabilss, pardonable 7owrn.cap.1o, 
ina wife, thouga damnable in an harlor. It was an error of 
Syricins che Popewho adiudged fntull every carnall con- 
iunction of man and woman; abufing thoſe words of the 
Avoftle, That they that were in the fleſh could not pleaſe 
Go:!, For God made male and female, bewilleth them to in. Gent. 1.27; 
creaſe and fillihe earth; which yetthey could nor, without Verl. 28. 
carnail copuiation;he faic not offly of mariage, but ofthe 
carnell yie of the rnarted, The bed wadeſiled ts honorable a. Hebr.1 3.4. © 
mm ail men. The which Gregoriethe great acknowledged, 
e Wes are net therefore conceined in ſinne becauſe it ts a ſin for Gregor. mag. ta 
maricd folkes, carnally to kno\v one another : for that 15 a chat Til Panit.q, 
worke, xd ns fault in the maried couple ; becanſe the nepriall 
contratt, i nat exorbitant from faith,God appointing mariage, 
and the conien'tion too; in that he made them male and female. 
Wheretore fince the bed vndefiled is honorable, a chaft 
worke, in the maried couple: ſhew your ſelues cooling 
Violets to: your husbands, Gods ordained remedies for 
their luſt. 

The other heate, which ſometime is ynſeemely in man, 


B 3 is, 
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is the heate of anger: by which all inflamed, he is caried be- 
yond all bounds of reaſon, to doe the things that are noc 
good :ihis alfo by her milde and patient cariage, the wo- 
man mul? ſeeke ro coole, and to lay the ftormes of thoſe 
- bluttering winds, alrhoughir be with the ſhowers of her 
Angait. confeſ, ©ATES: For alchough ſhe may not,as Azgu#t:ne ſpeaketh in 
lib.g.ca2.g. be praite of his morher, either in word or decd refift her 
moued husband ; yet to him ſhe muſt be a cooling Violer, 
to alſwage his anger,& a meanes to bringhim to his won- 
red quict. And if rothce o woman, anyeding feemeth may 
: be berrer ordered ; as Auguitimeaduiled a matron, fol de 
Aug. epi. 199. thee,Rewerently wmpart it 19 thy buſpand, yet alway folloWy bu 
—aat—gritie, a5 thy beads ; that al may bleſſe the peace of your 
bouſe. Yea if thy lot ſhould fall ſo hard,as that thy husband * 
r.548.25.3, torthce ſhould prouc a Nabal, churlſh, exill conditioned, yea 
Vert. 17. ſo Wicked that a man may not ſpeake to him, as the very ſer-= 
| uants complained of their mailier ; yer do thou performe 
Verſ. 24, the part of eAbrgaul, in ſeeking to pacifie thoſe whom he 
.hath offended; and in all reuerence when opportunity ſer- 
ueth, impart to thy husband his danger and his faulc, Thus 
b= to your husbands 0 ye wiues, ſweet cooling Violers, to 
quench the heate of their luſt and anger. 
Fifthly che And yet before wee leaue this Violet, remember that 
Violet is cor- !{\yhich in the laſt we obſcrued, it is cordial, Such is a wo- 
diall, ; man to her husband, when ſhe is loyall. She ſhould nor ſuf- 
fer any firange fire ro burne on her altar ; nor in her ſoyle a- 
ny baſe ſtockes to grow,which her husband hath not plan- 
red. Shee muſt remember that of them rwo, the Scripture 
Geneſ.2.24. faith, that they are become one fleſh, ſhe may not ione it to ano- 
Hatth.19.6. ther. If he be not loyall,nor keepe fzith with her, yer muſt 
ſhe with him;ſhe hath vouved ic before Chriſt & his church; 
{he muſt theretore ever cleaue co her hus band, and deſpiſe 
all other; and as the Marigold that opens and ſhuts with 
the Sunne ; ſo alone with him ſhe mult open, and with him 
ſhur. This is a coroiall comfort,moit plcating to the heare 
of man.For when by her,he recciverh chi:dren,that he hath. 
fathered to be heites of his labours, Rafte of his old age, in 
| | whom 


Verſ, 37. 


A atth. C.32, 


” 


whom his name & memoric is continucd ; it is ſo welcome 
to his heart,that no cordiall comfort may be compared to 
it. Neither is ſhe only cordiallin her truth and loyaltie;bue 
inthus, thatihee is an hauen of reſt in mans gieacet} crou- 
bles, the caſe of his griefes, belpe m his Gckenes, a ſweete 
companion in all his ſorrowes. For, in hlence to overpaſle 
the reſt, only ſce.in che bed of her husbands fickenes, how, 
whileſt there is hope,ſhe miniſtercth with carc,andfredeth 
with comfort :.nay ſhee, when hopefaileth, how againſt 
hopec,ſhe plicth the Phyltion, ill ſecking for help.Some. 
timecaſting yp her hghes and cies ro heaven, often bedew- 
ing the earth wit her teares,entertaining cuery one, witha 
welcome heart, that wil but ſpeak for husbands help. How 
then can there be a more corciall comfort ynto man, then 
this? Wherefore with you, o ye maried wiues, let me leaue 
this Violer,alchough it grow low, torem@ber you of your 
fubicRion ; yet fince it is ſo helpefull,fo ſweet, ſo cooling, 
ſo cordiall,it is a flo:ver moſt meet for you;a flower which 
ſheweth you what to your husbands you ſhould be. 


The laſt of the flowers is the Roſemary, the which by 74. gogpma. 
name,nature,and a continued v{e,man challengeth as pro- ry is for mays 
perly belonging to himſelfe. In the which, although it o- cd men, 


uercoppeth all the flowers in the garden, boafting mans 
rule; and the Violet low groweth at his roote : yet let man 
remember that it helpech the braine, ſtrengthenerh me- 
morie, and is very meeicinable forthe head. By which is 
inferred, that as man isto haue the rule ouer his wife, ſo he 
is torule as the Rolemary,with a ſound & nor aſicke head, 
to rule in wiſcdome ; in that witedome, with which heere 
Adam inſpired,doth acknowledge his wife, to be bone of 
_ his bones, and flcſh of his fleſh, the only helper meete for 
himſelfe. Wherefore if thy wife be not alway pleaſing, bur 
hath in her the infirmities of women; yer ol thee Peter re- 


quireth,thar thou ſhou!/deiF dell with ber, according to know- 1.Pet. 3.3. 


ledge, and gine ber honor as to the Weakey v.ſſel{. Thou muſt 
dwell wich her according to knowledge, thy wiſe paticnce 
mult be fill continued ; thou aiuſt giue honor to her,as to 

the. 
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the weaker veſſel!, thou mutt ſeeke ro pleaſe her in her 
weake deſires, Alchough thy wife ſhould be as the Maone, 
which aliwaies hath her ftaines and ſpors, yea and which 
ſometime with her owne dilgrace, turneth her body fro che 
Sunne - yet mult thou (till continue a ſunne to her, nor on- 
ly in reaching to her che light of knowledge, bur in relee- 
uing her with thy beames of comfort. This is to dwell with 
her according to knowledge, and as Pavy/ in other words 
t.Core7.3, Tpeaketh,to gine voto ber aue benenolence. The Philoſophers 
diuiding the mind of man,make reaſon to fi on high, will 
to held the middle, the afteRtions to ttand beneath : this 
reaſon, may bee compared to man; this will. co woman; 
theſe affections vmto. her defires. Now as the will, will 
not bee enforced, bur oucrwayed with reaton, yeeiderh 
ro him her ready confenr : ſo muft a- woman, not by 
threats and high iwelling ſpeeches, but by words of kind- 
nes be wocd to giue to her man intheir difterent motions, 
her due conſent. For heare © ye men, reaſon doth not en- 
force, but ſecketh to perſwade the will. And although vn- 
to you it be giuen for to rule, yet deſpiſe not the counſel of 
your wines, remember God made them helpers meecte for 
you. Alchough ic ſeemed grieuous in wiſe andfairhfull A. 
brahams fight, to put away the bondwoman and her child, 
inſo hard'a matcer co hearken.to his wife.: yet to him the 
Geneſ:21,12, Lord commanded ſaying, Jn all that Sarah ſhall ſay vnts 
thee, heave her voyce. For this 1s to rule in wiſedome, readily 
to embrace the counſell of thy wife ; when thou ſhalc finde 
ir better than thine o'wne ; except eAbigail had quenched 
the coales,that her husband Naba! by his churliſhnes had 
1.5aw.25.;74. kindled ; Dawid had not left, by the dawning of the day,a- 
ny one in Nabals houſe to make water againſtthe wall, 
Wherefore 0 yee men,although the Sunne rule by day, yer 
ler che Moone rule by night: although you rule abroad;yer 
ler your wives beare ſome ſtroke at home; although you 
rule as heads,yet let them rule alfo tike ro ſuch,as were ta- 
kenou; of your ſides, Ler the Roſemary be in your hands 
2nd hepds,rule with wiſcdome, which giuerh to cuery one, | 
and 


—— 


p 
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and therefore to your wives their due. 

Another property ofthe Roſemary is,it affeAts the hart: 
even {o ſhould your hearts 6 yee men, in true loue be affe- 
Qcd to your wiues. This you may obſerue in eAdam here, 
no ſooner God brought Exe & gaue herto him, but forth. 
with his ſoule cleaves to her;bur forthwith he ſaith, Thi i 
bone of my bones and fleſh of my fleſh. Forchwith he loues her 


as himſclfe. Let exery man (therefore 25 Pan{ſpeaketh)/one FP&ef- 5.33. 


bu wife, enen as himſelfe; as himſclte,0 Pax!, nay morc then 


himſelie, euen as before thou hail ſaid, 4s Chrrit loned the Verl. 25. 


Church,and gaue himſelfe for it. For conſider 0 man, what 
thy wife doth,and hath done forthee. Tothee the yeeldeth, 
(which defcre thee noe might euer touch)to take the may. 
| den flowcr of her vaconquered ſelfe, the which once ga- 
- thercd, thou canli neverre(tore. For thy ſake, ſhe forget- - 
eeth her fathet,and her fathers houſe,and is now called af. 

ter chy name. To thee ſhe giueth her ſweet ſelfe,and all the - 
frvies ofher firltloue. By thee, ſhee ſubmirteth her lowlie . 

ſelfe, to be ruled and ouer-ruled : when yer a while ſhee 
might bee free, nor vnder couert, but of full power. And 
how then canſtthou bur love thy wife, which with thee 
hath left ſo many knowne pledges of her vutained loue?To 
pleaſure thee, the breedeth in paine; and bringeth forth in 
ſorrow, high priced children,chicfe of mans defires : which 
are called, not after hers, bur after thine and thy fathers 
name; theſe ſhee bringeth vp with care, goucrneth with 
loue,in pleaſing them, ſeeking to pleaſure thee : and how 
then can!t thou but loue thy wife, of w hom thou halt re- 
- ceiued children, the ſurcit pledges of a womans love ? If 
God hath ſhut 4p hcr wombe, and for thy ſins withholds 
from thee this deſired bleſſing : yer at bord and at bed, ar 
home and abroad, ſhee pertormeth to thee ſo many-kind 
offices of her ſweeteſt loue; that thou canſt not bur con- 


feſſe, that Elcanah did to barren Amna, that thou art better y 5am. 1.8, 
to her, nay that ſhe ts better to thee, than many ſonnes. Surely Chryſoft. in E- 
as Chryſoftom ſpeaketh, that beantic was ginen to a woman, pit. ad Colof 
luft vnto man; ſheweth nothing elſe ; but that this by the eAl- bom. 10. 

& | 


mughtie 


Coloſſ, $19» 


Geneſ.2.20. 
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rrightie was ther: ore done,that the wife might bee belourd of 


ber man. Nheretore as S, Paul ipeaketh tothe Colotiians,fo 
tro you; Fiuſbands lowe your wines, and bee not bitter unts 
them For your bitter dealings, nay ſpeeches, nay lookes, 
(for kindnes is kiHed by abicerlooke) abates the ſweet- 
nes of awomans loue, and makeththem hate where they 
ait bound to loie, Wherefore oye men, a5 the Rotemary 
affect your incaris, and moveth you rn viiedomeforto 
rule ; {o let it alto attet your hearts, and moue you in kind- 
nes for t©loue, Remember, of all the cre2turcs God had 
made, he found none, worthy a mans beitloue, andthac 
therefore he made the worg.m to be an h:{per mecte for bins, 
Do not ouer much tote on their faults,and plcate your diſe 
contented humots with their wants : this beſcemeth not 
your wiſedome, nor your loue. For as Zanchn ipeaketh, 


Zanch.in 5.ad He truly loneth n bo when he finderh mm by 1: ife ſome things that 


Epheſ. 


do diffleaſe, not well beſeemmy her, and ſcarſe agreeing with 


bis profit ; doth yet loue her,and performe the duties of a good 


Chrifot.in E- hyſvandtoher. Which, as Chryſoftem ſpeaketh, hideth hey 
gift. a4 Epbeſ. pants,and gratifieth her in her due deſires; Which ſauh not to 


Hom.2z!., 


Genej.2,24- 
Prouerh.s.15. 


Veil. 30, 


berths t thine-and that ts thine; but Which rather ſaith, all 
thine, I am thine this s not the ſpeech of him that flattereth, 
but rather of him that Wviſely loueth. Wheretore © ye men,al- 
chough the {igh growing Roſemary, ſhewerth your rule, 
yetlet it re:ncmber you torule in wildome, torulc inloue, 
And yet betore 1 leaue this ſcepter of your rule with you, 
conſider inthe third place, thatthe Roſemary (in ſummer 
and winter) is alway greene; cue fo ſho ul! men alway 
continue, true and loyall to their wives; tne lame inloue 
and loyaltie atthe laft, the which vnto them they were at 
firſt ; they ſhould in ſummer and winter be alwaies greene. 
Man thould not onely forſake father and mother, and all. 
firange fleſh, bur exer ro the laſt ſirll he ſhould cleane vnto his 
wefe. As the Wiſeman ſpeaketh,he ſhould context hmſelfe 
with the water of his oxne well, of ſtrange waters he ſhould not 
drinke. For when God inade woman, he tooke nottwo,bur 
one tibbe from man; neicher did he ioyne in mariage _ 
ue 
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but one woman vnto man; andof them two hee ſaid, hee 
ſpake not of more, they ſhall be one fleſh. Thoſe whom God Genef 2.14, 
hath ioyned together,thou ſeekeſt ro ſunder,and tran; ore. Math 19.6, 
ſett the holy ordinance ofthe higheſt,in that thou coupleſi 
thy bodie to another, and defitelt the bed that ſhould bee 
yndefiled. Bur yer feare, howſocuer thou canſt beguile and 
blind the world,thou canſt not Gol): Forzicators and advul- Hebr, 13.4. 
tere:nc Grd il indoe, Ifthy wife ſhovid walke afterthee in 
that Cntuil.vay,and ſhould beare for thee ſtrange (children 
(which alchqugh thou fathereſ?, yet chou didſi not beget) 
ro lir at thy fires,and to inherit tay goods; thou ſhewedlt 
her the way by thy ill example, and with vacleannes, God 
hath inftly puniſhed thy vncleane lelte. Wherefore deſpiſe 
not,O man,the wite of thy yourn, nor let her fiſt loue bee 
ever forgotten ; keepe thy vowed faith with her, of which Prowerb.z.1s. 
both God and his Church are witnes. Honour the holy or- Geneſc3.23. 
divance of the higheſt,he hath ioyned thee to one, and nor 
to many he hath willed theetocleane to ane,and to for - 
ſake all other : he hath ſaid, that yourwo are but one fleth, Ver. 8, 
that thou ha(t not power ouer thine owne bodie bur thy 1-Cor.7.z. 
wife. Thou mailt not therefore withthe wreck of thy faith, 
breach of Gods ordinance, tothe wrong of thy wite, hure 
of thy ſoule, ill exxmple of other, defile the bed which 
ſhould be vndefiled,and pollute thy bodie with other wo. 
men, which onely belongeth ro thy wife. Betherefore true 
and loyall co your wiues, O ye married men : you arethcir 
heads, thereby you ſhall reachthem to bee loyall to you. 
Lee this ros marinus, this flower of men, enſigne of your 
wiſedome, louc, and loyaltie, bee carried not only in your 
hands,bur in'yovr heads and harts, that by this your wives 
may vnder{tand, how much they are beholding and en- 
debred to you. 

Thus haue I ſcattered my flowers, the Prime-roſe a- 
mong{t you all, Jer God giue Exeto Adwm,let all your ma. 
riages begin inthe Lord, Amonglt you maidens, the Mai- 
dens-bluſh, Exe is brought and giuen vnto eAdm; fo 


Pt ſhould'you by your parents bee giuen ynto men; it doth 
; C 2 not 


HMarke 10,7, 
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not ſtand with a maidens modeltic for to goe and giue her 
ſclfe, Amid(t you maried wiues, the ſweere, cooling, cor- 
diall, and low. growing Violer; although Go, made Exe 
ſubieR, yer hee made her an helper meete for man. And 

laſtly among you men, the Roſemary. the flower of men; 
although God hath given you to rule over your wiucs, 
yet rule them in wiſedome; you are their heads, reipect 
them in loue,they are bone of your bones, an fleſh of your 
f:ſh: and in loyaltie euer'cleaue ro them, for with them 
youare become (and fo ſhould remaine, diltaſling all o= 
ther) one fl ſh. Now what remaineth, bur that we beſeech' 
our|hcauenly Father, to plant theſe ſwerte flowers inthe 
arden of your hearts,and to water them from aboue with 
the ſiveere dewes of his heauenly grace: that you may dai- 
ly reape the fruires of all happie content, to your muruall 
comforts in this life, and encreaſe of bliſſe in the life to 

come. The which the Lord give you for his Sonne 
Chriſt Icſus ſake, to whom with the Facher, and 
the bleſſed Spiric, be all power, waictlie 
and dominion , bo:h now and 
 euvermore. Amen. 
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About that time was Hezechiah ſiche unto the death. Ana © 
the P rephet Iſcuah the ſonne of eAmos 6ame vnto him, ſaying; 
Thus ſaith the Lord, ſet thy houſe in order, for thou may die. 
axd halt not line, 

Then Hezechiah turned his face to the:ra!l, and beſonght 
the Lord, ſaying : 

No» 1 pray th:e Lord remember, ho'v I haue walked before 
thee in truth, and with a perfett heart, and haue done that 
which is pleaſing in thy ſight : and Hezehiah wept ſore; 


SA His Scripture diuides it ſelfe into 
ewo principail parts : whereof 
the firft is, the mceflage done to 
© Hezechiah whilefit he was ficke, 
contained inthe firt verſe, About 
a that trme,&c. The ſecond is, the 
Y behaviour of Hezechiah wheh he 
3 had heard the meſſage, remem- 
WO '  bredinthe twoncxt verles, Then 
Hezechiah turned his face, &c. 
In the meſſage we are to obſerue theſe fiue points, firſt 
the time when it was done, Abont that time. Secondly,the 
perſon to whom it was done, to Hezechiah that was ficke. 
Thirdly, the perſon by whom it was done, by 1ſzah the 
Prophet ſent vnto him fromthe Lerd.Fourthly,the meſſage 
it ſclfe, Ser thine houſe in order. Fiftly, the reaſon why the 
Xing is aduiſcd ſo to doe, 7 how ww?t are,thou ſhalt not line. 
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In the behauiour of Hezechiab, when this meſſage was 
thus delivered to him, we are to conſidet theſe three eſpe- 
ciall points. Firit, that he rarzes his face wnto the wall. Se 
condly, that hce prayeth, NoW pray thee Lord remember, 
how [ hauc walked before th:e in truth, and with a perfett beart, 
and haue done that Which is pleaſing im thy ſight. Thirdly, that 
he Wepr ſore. Ot which when wee have briefly ſpoken, wee 
will ſceke to applic it, firſt to this. auiiitorie, and then to 
this our brother deceaſed, Fi:lt of che firſt. 

Concerning the time of Hezechias ſicknes, and ſo con- 

ſequently of this meflage done vnto him, there is great 


2 81h, D,  Queltion among the learned. Of whom ® ſome in their 
Kymb:. writings deliuer that it befell him, during the eime that Se- 
Rav. Salomon. ygcharib had cncloted him in lecuſalem, and there lay in 
<a ſiege before it. © Ocher (whoſe opinion I think more meete 
ullinger. \ 


b Lerom. to follow )that not then, but ſhortly after ; euen © after thar 
Rabanus. the Lord had ſent his Angell, to defiroy of che armic of 
Calsn, | that proud vaunting and blaſpheming Prince, an hundred 
roms. foureſcore and five thouſand, and had put an hooke in his - 

; 18:37:36: noſtrils,and had led him back the ſame way he came, it! 

« 2.Regats,28, noſtrils anc had led him bac the ſame way he camo, with- 
out any hurt done to Hezechiav or lerufalem. Thus then, 
when Hezechiah and his people were toying, in this their 
ſo great and ſtrange deliverance, Hezechiah their King, 
the very light of Iſrael and breach of their noftrils,is (troo- 
ken with 2 gricuous {icknes,and hath this meſſage ſent vn= 
ro him from the Lord, that he muſt die, and ſhall not liue, 
O earth, how vni{tabl- are thy ioyes, and how arealltty 
ſweetes ſauces with fowre ! The brighteſt ſunne of mans 
proſperitie 15 often clowded, nay it hath atime appointed 
by the highe!} «herein ur mu} (er. 

The ſecond ching ro be conlidered,is the partie to whom 
this meſlage wis lent, itwas to King Flezechiah, which 
was then grienouſly ck. Behold Kings haue no priuiledge 
from ſicknes, no charter from death : nay it was to a good 

2.Reg-18.3. King, which did vprightly inthe fight of God, like as De- 
uid before him, whom Got proſpered in all things that he 

rooke in hand; yet was this good King, as though he were 
vaworthie 
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vaworthie to enioythe late deliuerance giuen to his peo- 
ple, ftrooken with the plague, the very teare of the world, 
and marke of Gods wrath. If God deale fo with Kings, 
whatare we to looke for, the very meanc of the people ?1f 
thus wich good Kings and them of the houſchold of faith; 


what {hall hce doe vnto thoſe which walke in the waies of. 


the world,znd haue not God before their eyes? Let there. 
forc all feſh heare the meſſage ſent vnto them from the 
Lord, 7 hou mnuit die.thow ſhalt not liue. 

You heareto whom this meſſage was ſent, nowinthe 
third place confider from whom he receiued ic. It was from 


Iſaiab the Prophet. It was from that [ſaish,to whom alittle 7/ai.37-4- 


before he ſent the chiefe of his Princes, to entreate him ro 
lift vp his prayers for them to the Lord. Ic was from thar 


| as | Verſ.29, 
| Ffaiah which in their greateſt teare prophecied delinerance Ea: 


tothe pcople, deſtruftion to Senachartb and his hoſt. Tr 
was from that Iſarah whoſe words he honoured as the ora- 
cles of truth, and whoſe perſon as the beloued ſeruant of 
the moli high God : from him heereceiued this comfort- 
leſle ſpeech, Ser thine howſe in order, thou muFt die, thou ſhalt 
rot l1ue. And yer not from him but from the Lord, for hee 
was but Gods mouth,Gods meſſenger,and therefore here 
he ſaith, Thas ſarth the Lord, Set thine houſe in order, thow 
wt die. This cutoff all his hopes, this put an end to all his 
defires, this topped the mouthes of all ſuchof his Princes 
and ſeruants,which fed his ficke ſoule with a vaine hope of 
life, and hurtſome delice of his recouerie. Whatſocucr man 
ſaith,orthou wouldeſt,thus faith the Lord. 

And what 1s that hee faith, which is the fourth thing we 
propoſed ro be obſerued?Giue order for thy bowſe,or ſe: thy 
houſe in order,diſpole of the eltate of thy kingdome,and of 
thy worldly aftaires,make thy will,and that with ſpeed,leſt 
thou be preuented by death. What meaneſt thou 1ſatab 
thusto ſpeak?thou ſeemetſito many to be a miſerable com. 
forter'of the fick,too much to daunt his fainting ſpirits,too 
muchto trouble his affrighted ſoule. Andindeed, with ſuch 
ſpeeches,not only the {icke, but the Randers by,are ſcldom 

pleaſed. 
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pleaſed, Yet this was the word whichthe Lord God pur 
into the mouth of his Prophet, and which he commanded 
him to deliuer to his ſicke King.Pat thine bouſe in order,thow 
muit die. Heare O my brethren of the Minifterie, which 
ſhould be the children of the Prophets, what plainly with- 
out all mincing you ſhovld ſpeake; and heare O ye Wore 
thics and great men of the world, what with patience on 
the bed of your licknes,you mult be content to heare, ſet 
your houſe in order, you muFt die. 

Neither muſt you thinke that this was only required of 
Flezechiahto (ct in orderhis houſe, and temporall affaires; 
bur principally and aboue all other,he was co ſer his ſoule 
tn order, & to make it ready for the Lord. For he knew that 
2 afcer death he ſhould bee brought into Gods preſence; 
b ro giue account of his ſtewardſhip, how hee had lived, 
how he had ruled,and © to receiue according to the things ' 
he had done in his life, were they good oreuill. Tothe end 
therefore that he might haue a prepared loule, and bee as 
4 the Bride that had made her ſelf ready,thathe might with ' 
aged Simeon © depart in peace, and wich ioy. approch the 
preſence of his Maſter the King,is here. aduiſed by the Pro- 
phet,to ſer his houſe, himſelfec,his ſoule in order, + 

Marke thereaſo( which y is fit thing we'obſerued in the 
meſſage) a forcible motive to perſwade Hezechiah to ſee 
his houſe in order, T how mnt die,thow ſhalt not live. Men for 
the moſt in the extremitie of their (icknes, do hope for life, 
and ifthey bee beaten from their hopes, yet they will not 
be driven from their deives. Bur hereto the end that che 

King wight be driucn from all hope and defire of life, he 
delivers chis mcjlage to him from the Lord, T how mu#t die; 
and left he ſhould tcede his foule, or be fed by other with 
any vaine hope of life,he further addeth,Thes ſhalt not line. 
This ſcemeth a very hard and diftafifull ſpeech to be ſpo- 
ken tothe ficke, v. hich few will abide : yer is itfull of true 
chatricie and Ciniſtian dutie. For by this meanes the ficke 
ſoule is better moucd to remember her ſelfe, to bewaile . 


- her finnes, and ina good hope of mercie, to make her ſelfe 


readie 
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readie for her God. The which all you may behold here 
verified ypon this ſummons made in this King. Thus much 
for the meſſage dcliucred ro the King, 
Now ler vs conſider the KingsSTiiviour vpon the deli- 
eric of this meſſage. He turnerth to the wall, he prayeth,he 
weepeth. Firſt, He tarneth to the all. Why ? doth he itin 
contempt of the Prophet, repining at the meſſage that 
was {ent ynto him,as the manner of ſome is, which turne 
alide their heads, when they like nor that which is ſpoken 
rothem ? No, he doth nor diſdaine at the meſflage,ncither 
dothhe here complaine of any his hard vſage;.* bur fince , Hiern. com- 
he could not for bis infirmitie goe into the Temple, hee ent.ix buxc 
eurnes his ſick ſelfe yntothe wall of the Temple, as lerome © 
out of the Rabbines noteth, withdrawing himſelfe from 
the world and all worldly helpe, and in the humblenes of 
his ſoule acknowledging ® that the word of the Lord is » z.Reg, 20,19 
good,which he hath ſpoken by this Prophet. Thus Heze- 
chiab here ſeekes notto runne away from God, or to hide 
himſelfe from his preſence : bur preſenting his ſinfull ſoule 
before his Maicſtie,he begins to prepare himſelfe, and ac- 
cordingto the aduice of the Prophet to ſet his ſoule in or- 
der. And therefore, to the end he might not be interrup- 
' redin his prayers, and private medications, nor haue his 
ſenſes or minde wuhdrawne, by the ſpeech or view of any 
thatſhould come into his preſence; hee turneth from his 
Nobles and friends,heturneth from the companie, he tur- | 
neth to the wall of Gods Temple, and by this his geſture - 
ſheweth, that according to the commaund of God, hee - 
ſcekesin a ſerious manner, to ſer his ſoule in order, and ta 
make it readie forthe Lord. | 
The which may the better a 7 hap: in that which inthe 
ſecond place we obſerved, which is, andhe prayed - for by 
this itappeareth,why he turned vnto the wall,euen thathe = 
might powreforth his ſoule in a greater deuntion before 
the Lord : 2nd therefore, afterhee had turned tothe wall, | 
he prayeth,ſaying ; Now O Lord [pray thee remember mee, £4 
hav thawe walked befere thee in tracth and with a perfelt hart, | 
* D 
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and haxe done that which w good in thy fight. Hee doth not 
here lay open his former godly life, or boaſt before the 
Lord of his well doing ; as though God were therefore be- 
holding to him,and in his debc,and bound to giue eare yn- 
ro his prayers; but ſceking for his beſt comfort, in thistime 
of hisextreame diſtreſſe, hee turnes from his Nobles and 
friends,from his honour and kingdome, and turnesto the 
wall of Gods Temple, turnesvnto God, and prayeth, ſay- 
ing, Now Lord [ beſeech thee remember me, now inthe bed 
of my ficknes, now when nothing in the world can yeeld 
mecomfort,now when my Nobles,honourand kingdome 
muſtleaue, and cannot helpe me, now Lord [ beſecch thee, 
remember mee. And what aboue all would he haue God 
then to remember? that { bane walked before thee,notin 
falſchood,bur i» trach ; not with a diſlembling, but with a 
perfeQ heart; and that ſhane done, not that which is euill, 
but which is pleaſing in thy fight. As if he would haue ſaid, 
It was thy grace that gaue me ſuch an heart, ſo to walke, 
and foto doe: take not away thy grace and fauour from 
me, but thou which haſt made me wellto live, now O Lord 
remember mc, and make me well todie. My kingdome, 
wealth and worldly friends, do not now yecld vnto me the 
leaſt of comforts, but are matter rather of my griefe and 
trouble : but my comfort is in thee O my God,and in th 
metrcies,that thou haſt made me walke before thee intrut 
and with aperfecthearr, and to doe that which is goed in 
chy Gght.Yea Hezecbiab comfort thy ſelfe in hy well dee- 
' *Revel.14.13, dedlite for 3rhus ſaith the Spirit Write,from henceforth bleſ< 
| fed are the dead that die iv tbe Lord, they ſhall reft from their 
labours,and (hen all things elſe ſhall forſake them) therr 
workes ſpall follow them. 
You haue heard how Hezechiab prayed : now in the 
third place it followeth to confider that he wept very ſore, 
And why ? was it forthe paineshee then endured? Indeede 
| the plaguie ſores are very grieuous. Or was it becauſe hee 
l | was foorthwith to die,to leave his kingdomeand the glory 
; » 2Reg. 19.4. Of it > Þ He knew with Hebb that he wasno better then bis 
4 | : | fathers, . 
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fathers. Or was it becauſe he was to leaue his kingdome,in 
chat dangerous time, without a knowne ſucceſior? Theſe 
were pious teares of a moſt pious Prince, Yet was not this 
the onely caufe of his teares, but when vpon the view of 
himſelfe and of his doings, hee ſaw himſelfe many waies 
- faultie, hee bewailed his finnes which bee had committed, 
and bedewed with teares his many ouerlights; being grie- 
ued at the very heart, that in a more forward zeale hee had 
nor ſought the honour of his God. Theſe were the cauſes 
of Hezechias teares,and thus did he on the bed of his fick- 
nes, with teares, Prayers, and turning himſelfe from the 
world vnto his God,ſeeke to ſet his houſe in order, and to 
© prepare his ſoul: for the preſence of his God, 
| Now ſince © theſe funerall ſpeeches ſhould rather ſerue * 1veuft. de 
co the inſtruction of the liuing,than to the idle commenda- car. pro mort. 
tion of the dead: letys ſeeke to applie that which hath bin £42-3- | 
ſpoken to you heere aſſembled,to dothis laſt duty to your | 
deceaſed brother, In the handling of which, that wee may 
the more orderly proceed, firſt, obſerve the ſummons 
made vnto you; You muſt die,you ſhall nor live.Secondly, 
the end why this ſummons is made ynto you, that you 
ſheuld ſer your houſe, your ſoules in order. Thirdly, the 
manner how you ſhould ſet your ſelues in order, moſt 
lively ſhewed inthe perſon of Hezechiab-firt, by turning 
from the world vnto God.Sec6dly, by praying vnto God. 
Laflly, in weeping and bewayling your many wants and 
imperfeRions. 
Concerning the ſummons : amongſt many other, God 
ſends forth foure Sumners,to ſumms al fleſh vnto his high 
court of iuſtice. Firſt 01d-age,to ſhew vnto man that he is 
declining,and that his hoary head waxeth white vnto the 
harueſt; bat old-age yer dreames of [ong life, and purceth 
offro prepare himtelfe for the Lord. Whereupon the Lord 
ſendeth another Sumner,the yoice of the Preacher; to re- 
member*> man that he isearth,andchat he muſt to earth » gy, 4, 
apaine : this earth heareth and acknowledgeth to be true, | 


| Jet he feederh God with MG Yi ſpeaketh co his | 
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© Lyke 12.13. vnreadie ſoule, © thy timeis not yet come, yetitis good 
being heere. Wh-reupon the Lord ſeadeth his third Sume 
ner,that is,all gricuing ſicknes, which painech che bodie, 
vnquieteth the minde, which maketh their wonted plea- 
«2 Cor16.12, ſures very irkefome to thera; yer 4 ficke man, then fre- 
f derh himſclfe with a vaine hope of life, ſecketh ro the 
Phyfition, buc not tro God; and if tro God, yerthenit is 
with his hartielt prayers, that he might live. Whereupon 
the Lord ſeeing the ſonnes of Aden thus to itt his pre= 
ſence,he ſenaeth forth his laſt Sumner,fear ful death, which 
perforce, without delay,or farther ſhifting, brivgeth man, 
before he is prepared, to Gods high court of iuttice, there 
to recciuc his finall doome:this is that which is heece men- 
tioned, Thow mit die, thow ſhalt not line. Although thou 
3 Daz,4.11- yyaſt © thatgoodly tree of which Daniel makerh mention, 
whoſe top reacheth vp to heauen, and whoſe branches o- 
uer-ſpread the quarters of the earth: yer if the molt high 
ſhall ſend his watch-man to hew thee downe; downe thou 
muſt, thou canſt nor ſtand ; thy leaucs (hall wither,thy fruir 
ſhall fall. Although thou waſt as faithfull as Avraham, pi- 
ous as Daniel, powerfull as Eliah, bcloutd as Dauid, and 
mights live ſo maiiy hundred yecres,as the Fathers are ſaid 
in S firſt age ofthe world: yet inthe end, of thee it ſhall 
>Gen-g, 25-5. be ſpoken, which was laid ofthem,® And they died.Nay al= 
27-57-45 © thoughthou haddeli the vemoſi of Phyſickes $kill,and the 
Phy ſuis waited in thee euery change,although thy friends 
(the comfort of the ficke) enuiron thy bed, and thy pious 
children powre forth cearefull prayers for thy longer life : 
yet loth to depart,thou muſt eaxe rhem by the hand,andif 
 thouwiltnorſertbine houſe in order, yer thou muſt die. 
Thus muſt all leſh kiffe the carth with Bratxu,whick is our 
© 106 17.14 mother ;and the yery price of beautie © muſtſay vnto cor- 
ruption, Thou art my father,and to the wormes & rotten- 
% 70b 1.21, Nes,thou art my brother,thou art my ſifter.For we al came 
< Genz.ig» nakedinto the world,and naked we muſtreturne:nay © we 
were all taken out ofthe earrh,and ynto earth we muſt re- 
# yebr.9-7. turn againe. * /3 55 decreed that allmuit die. eAN, there is 
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none excepted; mit, chere is no remedic. When Saladine 
— conquerer fouad himſclfe arretied by death, he 
cauſcd aſpadeanda \winding-ihect to be carried about his 
campe,and proclamation to be made; Theſe are the con. 
queſts of Saladine. Heare Oye bladders puffed with pride, 
which hunger afrer the glory ofthe world, and in-your de- 
fires haue fwallowed vp theriches of the earth;that a ſpade 
and 2 winding-ſheete are the conquetts of Saladine, the 0 
forth and fruit of your delires. I was all things, ſaid Sewers 
the Emperour dying at Yorke, bur nowaim nothing : this 
all chingsO ye great ones, wich which now you braue and 
pleaſe your ſclues,ynto you dying, thall be as nothing. A- 
waken therefore your fleepic foules, and giue careto this 
ſummons God ſeudcth ro you: know that you were borne 
to die. And pray vnto God as D-xrdin ihe Plalme,s Teach ; Pal go.r2, 
we O Lord(thou canft nor teachthy ſelfe, thy wealth and 
world enchauntsthy mind) to number my daies (that they 
are b butfew and euill,as /acoh ſaid) that ſo atthe length * Gen. 47.17, 
theu mayeſt applie thybearr vnto wiſedome: to atraine 
that life which euer ſhall endure, where thou ſhal: ſcrue 
God without ſinne, line withour all feare of dezth, where 
thou ſhalt never be taken away from the ſwecte compani-. 
ons of thy bleſſed life,nor they $6 thee. Then ſhal * death, * Philip.1, 23, 
feared of other,be defired of thee,and inthe ruffe of all thy 
greateſt proſperitie, thou-ſhalt have a longing to be with 
thy Chcilt, ® there co ſee the goodnes of the Lord inthe > Pſal.27, 13. 
land of the liuing. 
You have heard the ſummons ſent vnto you, from the 
Iudge of the world,you muſt all die,you ihal not liue.Now 
con(ider the reaſon, why this ſuminons is ſent ynto you, ce» 
ucn tothis end,and for this canſe ; that you ſhould ſer your 
houſe,your ſclues in order.By thy houſe,if thou vndcrftand = 
thy temporall affaires, ſet them in order, diſpoſe ofthem 
in time, leaue not thy ſubliance a martter of variance ro 
thy poſtericic : and for that which is thine, let thine heire 
be beholding tothee,and nor to other. For often times it : 
falleth out,when men dic inteſtate and without a will, that 
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they haue much of their goods, whom they would to haue 
little : and they that haue moſt, do little thanke them, be. 
cauſe they haue' ir not of their gift, bur by an ordinarie 
courſe of Law. Diſpoſe therefore of thy temporall affiires, 


. and bind the receauers of thy goods,in a thankfull remem- - 


brance vnto thy ſelfe: when by thy made will they ſee,that 
that which chou haſt giuen vnto them, thou mighteſt if 
thou wouldeſt, hane bequeathed ro other. And doe it in 
time ; for why ſhouldeſ(t thou cauſe the world to faſten on 
thee that delerued rebuke,that thou wouldeſt ill liuve,and 
art loath to die : or that loath toleaue them, thou wouldeft 
carry thy. goods with thee ynto thy graue? Yea doeitin 
time; for yvnto what times haſt thou reſerued theſe 
choughts ; when thou ſhouldeſt wholly buſie thy ſelfe, in 
making thy ſoule ready for thy God the (as a birdtakenin 
eons, ſh,the which the more ſhe flurtereth the more ſhe 
is limed) thou wearieſt thy muſing ſoule in thy ſecular af- 
faires,without all free thought or care of God?And indeed 


Bernard. conc. what time is this,as Bernard ſpeaketh,to make thy wil,and 


ad dinuites, 


to diſpoſe of thine eſtate, when thy head aketh, thy kand 


' ſhaketh,thy rongue faultererh, thy hart groaneth, and thy 


many grieuous paines doe fotrouble thy thoughts, thar 
neicher {thy writing, nor thy words can wellexpreſle or 
make knowne thy mindA weake ſoule thou art then, eaſily 
led todo y thou neucr mindeſt. Thy wil then not thine, bur 
the will of ſome other,which may beſtperſwade thee. And 
if then thine,cuen as thou wouldeſt ; yet ſee how one word 
inſerted in ſome place, may alter thy meaning, in ſome 
maine matter, how two or three witneſles carry away all, 
In time therefore diſpoſe of thy worldly affaires, whileRt 
thy thoughts are free, affections Rayed ; and when at thy 
leaſure, thou maiclt marurely peruſe, that which before 
timethou haſt done.So ſhall thy teftament be ref atio men. 
ti, a witnes of thy. mind, and the will thou haſt made, thy 
wil, and not the will of another man. 

And 1fthou oughteſt thus to diſpoſe of thy worldly af- 
faires; how much rather ſhouldeſtthou ſecke to prepare 
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and diſpoſe of thy ſoule, to caltvpthy reckonings, fince 
thou art forthwith, without all delay,to giue account of th 
 ewardſhip vnto God, For as itis * decreed that all muſt * Hebr.9.27, 
die, ſo isitalſo by the ſame God ſaid, that after death all 
ſhall enter into indgernent ; Þ all muit appeare before the triby...” 1:C07.5.10, 
wall ſcat of Chriit that exery man may receine the things which 
are done in bis body, according to that he bath done, whether 
it bee good or extll, All, therefore thou;me#, there isno ſhif<Q. 
ting ; «ppeare, thou canſt not bee hidden; there to re. 
ceiue what thou haſt done whileſtthou haddeſt a bodie, 
whileſtchou livedſt. And whar ſhall then become withthy 
ynreadie ſoule, which vnprepared, before ſhe looked, and 
before ſhe had caſt vp her reckonings, made vp her ac- 
counts, is to bee preſented before her Iudge? Alas, how 
canſt rhou looke for thy quietss efF, or how canſt thou bue 
 feare thy cuerlaſtingruine ? Thou hadſta time to make thy 
peace with God ; now that his blacke tents are pitched - 
vp, and'vnder the arreſt of death, thou landeft before him | 
to receive thy doome; thy time is gone. © /Yorke therefore © John g. 4, 
whilft it s day ,(as thy Sauiour aduiſcth) tbe might commeth 
wherein no man can worke. Vpon which words ſaith Cyrill, 

d emery one of vs bane our day,and haxe our nicht. Our day is © (yril.in lob. 
the ſpace of our whole life, in Which it 5 grnen viof God,to work [1b.6.cap. 14. 
that which ſhall make to our eu:r/afting good : our night #1 the 

time after our naturall death, in which no man can workg, or 

Vvrpe avay thoſe death-dringing /taines, phich in tbe day of has 

life he hath comratted. It may be thea it ſhall grieve thee 

that thou halt cuill done : yer then, as eA»/time ſpeaketh, 

* thy ſorow ſhall be without fruit, becauſe then it ſhall finde no * Auguft. de 
mercie in the ſight of God. The which eAmbreſe,ſpeaking of fd. ad Petr. 

_ thoſe wordsot Daxid,Þ Forgive me that I may be refreſhed —— | 
before I goe hence, and bee no more ſeene, moſt plainly jan (HAH 


þ : © Ambroſ. de 
ſheweth : © Daxid deſires to hane his finnes forginen him be- gy - 


fore be died: for be which here doth not recerue rem:ſſun of his cap. 2. 
ſinnerhe ſhall not there. The reaſon whereof Awftin giuerh, * 71107 Aug. 
becauſe there may be 4 panitentia dolorems habens ſed medi. wars, | 
| Cinam non habens; A repentance which hath griefe, but ,,,, 
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not a repentance which brings reliete. And as in another 


* AuguF#. de place he ſaich,cthere may be © fimulus penitudinys the prick 
fi4. ad Petrum of ſorow, but there cannot he correftio. voluutatry,, amend- 


diac.cah.}. 


Ef Ambroſ. in 
Pſa! 38. 


3 Chryſeil. ad 
Pop. Antioch, 
Hom:l.49. 


h Baſil. Q1est, 


diffuſe explic. 


ment of the minde. Wherefere while(t th6u liucft prepate 
thy foule, and make haſte vnto thy God, and pray-with 
Ambroſe, © Here forgine wy my ſinnes here I banc ſimned;ex- 
cept thow forgrne them bereY foal not finde the reftfull comfort 
of forginene; there. Neither doc thourepoſe thy vnprepa- 
red ſaule, vpon the vaine (taies of decciving Poperie; all 
the Malles, and Dirges, and other ſhewes of pietie, which in 
a blind zealethy well willers ſhall procure for thee when 
thou art dead,ſhall no:hing bootcehee, or make chy foule 
finde fauour with her God. For,as Chryſoftome ſpeaketh, 
the E mariners, \vhen the ſoip is drowned, cannot belpe, nor the 
Phyſrtians when the partie 1s dead. Wherefore now prepare 
thy toule, for ® noW # the acceptable time, as Baſil ſpeaketh : 
now u the day of h:alrh,this warld us for thy repentance that for 
thy recompence ; the for thy working, that for thy rewarding ; 
thu for thy patience, that for thy comfort ; now God u helping 
toallthem that doe repent them of their emill lines then he wifi 
be a ſenere examiner of therr deedes. Wherefore now,whileſt 
chou liveſt, ſer thy houſe in order, prepare thy ſoule, and 
make it readic forthe Lord, 

And that thou maitt the better know well co doe it, lay 
before thine eyes the exainple of Hezechrab, and remem- 
ber well whar he is here ſaid co doc. Firlt he turnes from his 
Princes and Nobles,he turnes to the wall of Gods tewple, 
heturnesto God : cuen {o inthe bed of thy ficknes, turae 
from che world,turne to God. For whither wilt thou goe 
if thou gocit net to him?'or of whom wilt thou receiue 
helpe and comtorc if not of him? If thou lookeſt on thy 
friends and child:cn, they may bewailc thee, but they can- 
not helpe thee. It chou remembreft thy wealth and wor- 
ihip, they may be matter of thy griefe and ſorow,but can- 
not then affoord thee any ſmall relicte. Wherefore turne 
thy ſelfe and ſoule from them, withdraw thy thoughts, and 

onſecrate thar little remainder of thy lite in an.holy me- 
\ ditation 
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ditationymo thy God. Neither doe thou feare his angrie 
counenance,bccanſe of thy many and grieuous finnes: for 
if in a true faith and an heartie ſorrow thou then turneti ts 
him, * he will mecre thee in the way he will embrace thee * Lu%e 15.20; 
with his armies of mercie, kiſſe thee with the kifſes of kind- 
nefle, take away from thee che ragges of thy finnes, and 

1 clothe thee with that cofily robe, the righteouſneſle of his 

l- all juſtifying Sonne. Turne thee therefore from the world 
vntothy God, and when thou canſt not turnethy ſeebled = 
bodie, rurne thy minde. For as Þ the Doue that was ſent * Geneſ.8.s. 
out of Noah; Arke, flew here and there ouer the face of the 
waters, butfound no reſt for the ſoles of her feere, till ſhee 
returned into the Arke againe: ſo the ſoule of man, ſent by 
God from the higheſi heauen, flieth here and there, and 
wearieth her ſelt with the thingsof this world, bur finderh 
no true reft nor pleaſing content, till ſhe returne ynto her 
God againe. Wherefore returne thy foule vnto her maker, 
and there ſecke for thar, which in the whole world thou 
canſtnor finde. True it is, that the wicked which are at no 
peace with God, not haue any hope or confidence in his 
mercy;they © flic from his preſence,as the theefe doth from « Geneſ. 38. 
the face of the ludge. But alas whither will they flie from 
his preſence, or which of Gods creatures can yeeld them 
comfort, when he in anger ſhall ſer himſelfe againſt them? 
or to what cnd doe they ſlacke their comming, which a- 
non perforce muſt be brought before him, and receive even 
for this their contempt a more heauic doome? Wherefore 
let nor thy ſoule bee like one of theirs, neither doe thou 
read their diftrufifull Reps, bur in this be thou like this 
good King Hezechiah, turue thy ſclfe and ſoule fromthe 
world, turne ro God. 
And when thou haſt thus turned fromthe world vnto 
thy God, then in the ſecond place conſider what Heze- 
cbiab here doth, he prayedio his God, ſaying; NewO Lord 
Thbeſeech thee remember mee. Even lo doe thou : for ynto 
whom ſhouldett thou make thy prayers but vnto him 
which beſt knoweth thy neee, and which hath bound 
9h, himſelfe 
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4 Plal.go.15. 4himſelfe by promiſe to helpe thee in this time of thy 
Foel2.32. neede. Although © thouart to looke ynto the hils, to fol- 
« Pal. my lowthe examples of holie men; yet,as eAnitix ypon that 
f Aueut.com- Plalme obſerueth, f rhow muit /?1il acknowleage that thy ſal- 
 » pwent.in Pſal, uation commeth fromthe Lord. Wherefore to him lift yp thy 
121, ſoule in prayers, and with thy heart crie, when chou cant 
' Not with thy weakned voyce, NeW O Lord 1 beſeech thee 
remember me. And then doe not boaſtof thy merits and 

well doing, as though God were therefore bound to helpe 

thee,and to yeeld relicfe; but rather let thy merits be Gods 
« Bernard. in Mercic, as Bernard (pcakcth, 3 Shall [ ſing of my righteouſ- 
Caniic ſerm 61 wes? nay 1 will remember thy righteonſnes onely, for that 
mine. And yet that thou maittthe bercer afſure thy tiagge=- 

ring ſoule of Gods fauour to thee in this time of thy neede, 

remember with{Hezechigh Gods former mercies, before= 

time ſhewed to thee, in the progreſle of thy life : for that 

God which hath gwuenthee to walke before him in ruth, 

and with a perfect heart; that God which hath giuca thee 

to doe that which is good and plealing in his hght; he will 

not now leaue and forſake thee, but he will then heare thy 

prayers, and as thou beſeecheit,” he will then remember 

thee. Alas(bcloued)in this time of thy neede,what canthy 

wealth and worthip (iced thee? what can thy friends and 

well willers helpe thee? whar can then better comfort thy 

fainting ſoule, than thy harmeleſlc and well deeded life, 

5 2.Pet.1.10, Which thou haſt paſſed in Gods teare? theſe Þ thy good 
Epheſ.1.4. . workes will aGure thy foule that thou art an clect veſlell 
© Matth.q.17, Choſen of God ; © thele fruits of thy belecuing faith will 
Foln 15.5, witnes to thee that thou art a bleſſed plant whom Gods 
«Fom.8.14, Tight nand hath planted ; © cheſe holy actions of thy ſpi- 
Epheſ.5,8, Tituall life will ſpcake to thyſoule that thou art lived of 
God, and that hee liuerh in thee by his grace. This his 

e Exech.g.5, © marke God doth fee and will acknowledge inthee, and 
& 6, theſe f fruits of chy taith,workes of pictie, when all things 
*Renelll413: elſe will leaue and forſake thee, will not fortake thee; but 
will accompanie thee vnto the heauens, and there will 

preſeat themſelycs with thee to thy God, How ſtudious 

theretore 
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therefore ſhould wee bee in pietic ? how fruitfull in good 
workes? how prouident forts oyle ? how carcfull ro do 
that which1s good in Gods {1ght? lince theſe in thertime 
- of our greatelineed,make ſo much tor our comfort and re- 
liefe. Surcly ro a man that 8 maketh nor fleſh his arine, * rerem, 19.5. 
but ® repoſcth himſclfe on the mercie of Chriſt,and on his * Phlip.3.8, 
all ſufficient merit, a well deeded life will make much for £97771. 20, 
his comfort. Inſomuch that in a good confidence of hope, | 
he will ſay with Danid, | Lord into thy hanas doe I commend * Pſalm.z1.5. 
my ſprrit ; for thou Lord of truth hait redeemed me. 
And when thou haſt thus, according to the good enſam- 
ple of Hezechiah, prepared thy (elſe : do not thouforger, 
that which in the la{tplace he is ſaid ro do; and that is, hee 
Wept very ſore: for when the ſeruants of God do fee thar 
k God (hill followeththem with his helping grace,how 1in * P/alm.2.6, 
the middeſt of ther troubles, he (till ſpeaketh words of c6- | 94/«14.27, 
fort to their ſoules ; when © chey find that inward witnes of © 23:35 
wh pgs, ; tir , em.8.11, 
Gods ſpiritreltifying to their ſpirits,that whendthisearth= 4.46. 
Iy cabernacle ſhall be de{iroyed,they (hall hauc a building Epheſ.1.13, 
not made with hands,but which is eternall in the heauens; Hebr.1 1.15, 
yea when God ſo farre openeth their eyes, that © they ſee - 
ſome part of that his goounes,which he will fully ſhew vn- s Rn; 
to themintheland of the living : then «4 all aſhamed of « ,.cer.5.2. 
themſelues and full of teares they bewaile their finncs, and Zerom. 31.18, 
negleRed duties, becauſe they haue not ſought Gods glo. Ex&4b.16.61, 
riein a more fofWard zeale, nor more caretully haue ho- | 
noured him in the courſe of their lines. © O blefled ſoule © Pſal.126.y, 
which thus ſowellin teares, for thou {halt1eape with 10y / | 
O bleſſed ſoule which thus doctt £-mourne and beuaile f Matth,5.4, 
thy finnes, for thou ſhalt bee comforted / the Lord ſhall 
' not forget thy reares, but hee ſhall put them into his bot- 
tle. Nay hee ſhall forthwith giue thee a 8 life, in which e Rexel. 14.13, 
thou ſhalt ſerue GOD withour all fione, reft from thy 
labours, and Þ haue all teares wiped away from thine » 7ſai.z5.8, 
AIP BET Renel,7.7s 
Wherefere, Oye that heare me this day; ſince you are all 
| the ſounes of efdars, and muſtto carth (rom whence you 
TEN”. | E 2 came, 
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came, fince toeuery of you the heauenly yoice hath ſaid, 
T ou mnuit die,and ſhall net liwe. Set an orderto your houſen, 
prepare your ſoules, and whileit you live, before you bee 
preuented by death, caſt vp your reckonoings, and make 
your ſelues ready for the Lord. With this good King He- 
zchiah, turne your ſclues from the world, your wealth and 
worſhip, and turne vnto the Locd. Vato him powre forth 
your prayers,and in the bed of your fickenes ſay, when all 
helpe of friends and phylicke do faile, now O Lord I be. 
ſeech thee remember mee. And that he may the better bee 
moued to heare youthen, and to giue you ſuccour to your 
content,during this your earthly pilgrimage, and ſmall a- 
bode in this decaying world, walke with your God,(faune 
not on theworld,) incruth, not in talſhood,with a perfe&, 
not a diſſembling heart,& euer ſeeke todo, how irkeſome 
ſocuer it be to thy fleſh, and vnpleafing to the world, that 
which is good and pleaſing in Gods (ight.And when thou 
haſt fayledia theſe thy duties, bewaile thy finnes and ouer- 
| Gghts,and with an humbled ſoule cometo the feere of thy 
bleſſed Sauiour, & gricue notto waſhthem with che teares 
of thine eyes,which hath waſhed thee with his moft preci- 
ous blood. Thus much in the applicatris of this text to you. 
Now reſteth it, that we ſhould ſomewhat ſpeake of this 
our brother, for whoſe ſake wee are heere aflewbled. For 
- fince it hath been an ancient and moſt laudable cuſtome, 
vſed by the holy Fathers in the Primitive Church,and con- 
tinued throughout all ages vnto this day;zto commend vn. 
ro the people of God,in their Funerall Sermons,many ver- 
ruous men and women : and thattotheſe ends, thatthe 
might ſhew their thankefulnes ro God, for giuing ch 
race ynto men ; performe their laſt dutie to the deceaſed, 
and might ſtirre vp their hearers, to bee followers of their 
vertues, that ſo they might bee partakers of their prayſes: 
ler not theſe our ſpeeches be yopleaſing to any,neither ler 
the (tudious of noucltie,ſeeke to diſgrace this laudable cu. 
Rome, which co ſo good vſes of all antiquitic hath bin ap- 
proucd, For as Hicrom ſpeaking of Pawls a verruous woe 
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man, * All aſſembled themſelnes hen Panlawas dead, they * Hieron. epift. 
thawght it a ſacrilege,not to do thus lail dutic to fucb a woman: *7: 0-13: 
So lance this great and honorable afſemblie, doth thus ho- LC SOR 


nor our deceaſed to his graue : I cannot be wantivg,in this 
my laſt duty vnco him. And although his ſenſelefle corps 
perceiueth not that is done vnto him; and therefore ic may 
ſceme to ſome athankelefle duty : yet as a token of our 
truce loue,we leave this with thee,O thou beloued, & know 


as Augnitine ſpeaketh, > That ſuch piore dutics do pleaſe the * AuguFl, de 
Lord. But where ſhall I begin? ina pooxe place; of poore, <i%it.Dei.lib, 
yet honelt parents he was borne; aduanced by God to this 77,*4-"3- 


wealth and worſhip, and made the firſt of knowne note in 
his fathers houſe. Thus God from the ſheepe-fold called 
Daxid, and gaue to this ſonne of the earth to bee a Knight, 
and to (it among the great ones of the Citic. From out of 
this roote hath ſprunge twelue living branches, nine ſons, 
three daughters:the gifts of God,and the parents comfort. 
. Blefle thy gifts O God vato her comfort, and letthe defi- 
red memory oftheir departed father, ill ue and bee re- 
membred in them. Whither ſhall I go? His aftable nature 
and moſt louely carriage, deſiring to doe good bothto 
poore and rich: his reſpeciiue dutie vnto his betters; and 
ready obſeruanceto be at their command : his many im- 
ployments in this Citie cauſes, and faichfull diligence wa- 
ding through al:his anſwering cruſt to his repoling friends, 
and ready hand to helpe them at all rimes of need,his kind 
entreatie ofthe pooreſt of bis kin, and willingnes to em- 
brace the loue of ſtrangers: his bountie tothe needie at 
home and abroad, and purſe ſupplying ſchollers wants, his 
ſet weekely contributions to the poore whileſt he lived; 
ang Wil, giuvingto them a childs part being dead : maketh 


dem de cura 
pro mort.cap.3. 


me entreate you, (as ® Baſil cid his hearers ina funerall Ser- » Baſil.Concio. 
mon,he maketh of Mamantes the Martyr) that euery of de Sant. Mas 
arenas haue been holpen,pleaſured, or thus enireated Pe Many 


y himz or which cantruly witnes this his kind and yer- Y 
tuous carriage; would helpe me withthe ſweere lowers uf 
your true reports, to adorne bis. Herſe., That as many the 
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wh ns, Kings of Iudah were ſaid to be buried with ſweete odors, 
14. 4.21.19. 8nd divers kinde of ſpices :{o wee may burie this our bro- 
ther with the ſweere reports of his well deeded life,and the 

ſpiced odors of his happie death. And to begin,this is my 

flower, beſt beſeeming him,and moſt pleaſing me : that as 

he gtew in worſhip,fo he grew in pietie. This doth witnes 

with me your morning Sermon, by hin(notwithlanding 
his employments) often frequented : this,the Preachers of 

the Word in greater loue than before reſpected ; this, his 

prayers with his houſehold, in greater devotion than be- 

fore time followed.Smell ſweete pious flower,fprea forth 

thy oders;he liueth well that liuech with his God, Fellow 
«Proy,10,7; With your flowers,and< letthe memorie of the jultbe fol- 
| lowed with praiſes, when the name of the wicked, as a 

ſnuffe of a candle ſhall goe foorth with ſtinke. 

I will not excuſe whatſocuer his infiimicies: hee was a 
man,and carried about him a bodie of fleſh; yer play not 
thou the part of a kite or puttocke, which paſſeth ouer ma« 
ny ſweete and pleaſantthings, and gorgeth himlelfe wich 
garboyle' and carrion : for ifthou doe{t, many that heare 
me this day will ſpeake againſtthy vile and baſc afteCtion ; 

Greg. Nazian. and to thy face ſhall ſhew (as Gregorre ſpeaketh of his bro. 
mor 0d. mags ther Baſil) that his vices were berter than thy vertues,Cou 
Paflinm. ver therefore whatſoever his infirmſties with a loucly fi. 
lence, and ſince the Lord hath caſt them-behinde him, and 
drowned them inthe bottome of the ſca,let them die with 
him, and with his dead carkaſle let them be buried in his 

rauc. 

Thus he liued, the loue, of the world, the defire both of 
poore & rich. And thus he died,euen inthe height of al his 
proſperitie, being but newly centred into rhis place of wor= 
ſhip,and as another Hezech:ah laid onthe bed of his ſick- 
nes, by turning to the wall, praying, weeping, hee makes 
himſelfe readic for his God. For after he had fet an orderto 
his worldly affaires, hce withdrew his thoughts from all 
worldly buſfineſle : and ſought to holic that little remnant 
of his ſhort life ynto the Lord, This his continued Glence 
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doth witnes,whenyer he knew all that came vnto him, ſa- 
lured the by name, but would not haue any further ſpeech 
with them. This chat ſpeech of his to me,the firſt morning 
I ſaw him, T be Lord hath viſited me,but yet be hath not green 
ge oner 4s 4 pray vuto mine enemie : O Lord thinks vpon me 
for thy mercie,that I may ſtill ſhew forth thy trmtb, This that 
which is written of dying /erome, ® O my friends interrupt * Euſebins de 
wot my approching toy, doe not binder me from yeelding to the Pri Hieron, 
earth that which u the earths. For vrged to take, by the en- 
treatie of many friends, his laſt, but fruitlefle potion, as 
though in it were life, wichour it death: for a while hee re« 
ſolutely withftood,and proteſted he would nor take itfor 
2 thouland pound. And when hee was further moued to 
take it by one, that loued him and his ; hee replied, Ipray 
you mooue mee not, you would reckon him vnwile, that 
would take fortie ſhillings when hee might haue three 
pound ; that would accept of alife inthis world, when he 
might have a life in heauen, Thus,as it is written of Anſtin, 
bnor aſhamed to liue,he feared not to diczbecauſe be knew * Pofiden. de 
he had a gratious Lord. The which he further ſhewed : for WA 
when thetongue failed, and denied to make knowne the 
meaning of his heart ; and when many of vs that were pre- 
ſent, ſuppoled for many houres before his departure, that 
he was bercued of (enſe and knowledge : being at y length 
to depart this world, of himſelfe, vnmotioncd, raifing vp - 
his hands lifting them vncothe heauens,and with the one 
- knocking of his bceati, nor as an cuill ſeruant, bur as a 
cheeretull ſonne, hee gaue vp the ghoR;, and, as it is ſaid of 
faichfull Abraham,went vnto his fathers in peace. Where. 
fore to turne from him againe vnts you, do not only <viſh < Xam.23.20, 
with Balaam,but endeuour whilſt you liue,that your ſoules 
may die the death of the 1uſt, and that your latter ends may 
be like vnto his. | 

And fince hee fo blefſedly lived, and blefſedly died : al. 
though thou canttnot ſtop the floods of thy kinde affe- 
ion, 4 but muſt needes bring foorth thy teares, and make *Eccleſ.33.16, 
lamentation ouer the dead, as onethat hath ſufficd a great 

t loſſes 


N" EY... Ss. oe 


'3$ A Sicke mans Glaſſe. 
' lofſe;yetin ſo great an hope of his aſſured good, letnocthe 
* 1.Theſſ.4.13. Temple of God be ouer ſad ; © weepe nor as they that haue 
f2.5am.1.26, no hope. Although thou crieſt with Dasid, * 7 am ſoronful 
; forthee O my friend Jonathan,very kinde bait thou been to me, 
3 lebs 11.32.: and 8 weepes with Mary for thy brother Lazarw; yer 
with thy teares goe ynto Chriſt, in him ſceke thy comfort. 
» Bafl.Concio. Neither keepe(as Baſil ſpeaketh) ® freſh the wounds of thy 
de gras... forowing ſoulegnor ſeek the meanes roencregſe thy griefe; 
but as the weake ſighted rurne away their eyes, from ſuch 
things as hurt them: ſo turne away thy thoughts from all 
i x,Cor.1 5.42. matrer of thy griefe. For although his body bee i ſowen in 
corruption, it ſhall riſe in incorruption: although ir bee 
ſowen in diſhonour, ic ſhall riſe in honour: although 
it be ſowen in weakenes, itſhall riſe in firengrh, 
k Auz.epiih6, LHeis gone before,we ſhal follow.God 
; giue vs ſo to follow that we may 
euer reſt with him, 


Sit Deo gloria. 


STC 125992 Two Fruitful Sermons 


Before it was rebound 8epa- 
rately (by Robt. Lunow) this trect 
was bound with 13 others, of which 
the firest was STC 119581, Gardiner's 
A Sermon Freached, qeve. for list 
and description. 


nile it was in Sheets I ex- 
amwined itt and found it as follows: 


 Collation: A-Et, 


Condition: ALl pairs of leaves 
vere normally conjugate except 
E1:4,23;3%, of which there was no 
reazgon to gugpect that they had 
not been originally conjugate. 
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